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Claims 1-50 have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 40 and 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

3. Claim 40 recites the phrase "said data center's archive" at lines 2-3. Although claim 38, 
from which claim 40 depends, recites a "data center," there is no recitation of a "data center 
archive." Therefore, there is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. For 
examination purposes, the Examiner will treat the limitation as "an archive of said data center." 

4. Claim 42 recites the phrase "said medical image source" at line 1 . Claim 38, from which 
claim 42 depends, does not recite "a medical image source." Therefore, there is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. For examination purposes, the Examiner will 
treat this claim as though it depends on claim 41 which does recite "a medical image source." 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(d) the invention was first patented or caused to be patented, or was the subject of an inventor's 
certificate, by the applicant or his legal representatives or assigns in a foreign country prior to the date 
of the application for patent in this country on an application for patent or inventor's certificate filed 
more than twelve months before the filing of the application in the United States. 
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6. Claims 1,3-10, 12-18, 20-24, 26-30, 32-35, 37-39, and 41-50 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Wong etal., U.S. Patent No. 6,260,021. 

7. As per claim 1 , Wong teaches a medical information system, said system comprising: a 
medical information source, said medical information source providing medical information in a 
medical information format (see column 3, lines 31-36); a medical image source, said medical 
image source providing medical images in a medical image format (see column 3, lines 61-64); 
an interface unit receiving said medical information and translating said medical information into 
a medical image format-compatible format (see column 3, lines 42-46), receiving said medical 
image, associating said medical information in said medical image format-compatible format 
with said medical image, and transmitting said medical information in said medical image 
format-compatible format and said medical image (see column 4, lines 16-30, note that both 
medical images and associated medical report data are formatted into a uniform object-oriented 
structure); and a data center receiving said medical information in said medical image format- 
compatible format and said medical image in said medical image format and storing said 
medical information in said medical image format-compatible format and said medical image 
(see column 8, lines 53-64, it is noted that formatted medical image and associated information 
that is displayed on the client systems must at least be temporarily stored in memory). 

8. As per claim 3, Wong teaches the system of claim 1 as described above. Wong further 
teaches said data center comprises a viewer for allowing access to medical images and medical 
information (see column 8, lines 53-64). 

9. As per claim 4, Wong teaches the system of claim 1 as described above. Wong further 
teaches the medical image source comprises a picture archiving and communications system 
(see column 7, lines 29-37). 
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10. As per claim 5, Wong teaches the system of claim 1 as described above. Wong further 
teaches the medical information source comprises a hospital information system (see column 7, 
lines 1-6). 

11. As per claim 6, Wong teaches the system of claim 1 as described above. Wong further 
teaches the medical information source comprises a radiology information system (see column 
7, lines 59-60). 

12. As per claim 7, Wong teaches the system of claim 1 as described above. Wong further 
teaches said data center comprises an application service provider (see column 12, lines 13- 
17). 

13. As per claim 8, Wong teaches the system of claim 1 as described above. Wong further 
teaches said data center further comprises an external interface for allowing users to access 
medical images and medical information at said data center (see column 3, lines 7-14 and 
column 8, lines 57-61). 

14. As per claim 9, Wong teaches the system of claim 1 as described above. Wong further 
teaches said medical information comprises radiology information (see column 3, lines 31-36, 
note that Rl systems are radiology information systems). 

15. As per claim 1 0, Wong teaches the system of claim 1 as described above. Wong further 
teaches a broker for translating said medical information format (see column 6, lines 18-22). 

16. As per claim 12, Wong teaches the system of claim 1 as described above. Wong further 
teaches said data center comprises a web server for allowing access to medical images and 
medical information via at least one web browser (see column 12, lines 6-1 9). 

17. As per claim 13, Wong teaches the system of claim 1 as described above. Wong further 
teaches a DICOM viewing workstation for allowing access to medical images and medical 
information (see column 11, lines 10-14). 
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18. As per claim 14, Wong teaches the system of claim 1 as described above. Wong further 
teaches said data center further stores links to said medical information (see column 13, lines 
45-59). 

19. As per claim 15, Wong teaches the system of claim 1 as described above. Wong further 
teaches said data center further stores links to said medical image (see column 13, lines 45-59). 

20. As per claim 1 6, Wong teaches the system of claim 1 as described above. Wong further 
teaches said interface unit transmits a link representing the location of said medical information 
(see column 14, lines 1-6, the Examiner is interpreting the URL of the image server to be a form 
of representation of the location of medical information). 

21 . As per claim 1 7, Wong teaches the system of claim 1 as described above. Wong further 
teaches said interface unit transmits a link representing the location of said medical image (see 
column 14, lines 1-6). 

22. As per claim 18, Wong teaches a centralized medical information system, said system 
comprising: an interface unit receiving medical information and translating said medical 
information into a medical image format-compatible format (see column 3, lines 42-46), 
receiving a medical image, associating said medical information in said medical image format- 
compatible format with said medical image, and transmitting said medical information in said 
medical image format-compatible format and said medical image (see column 4, lines 16-30, 
note that both medical images and associated medical report data are formatted into a uniform 
object-oriented structure); and a data center receiving said medical information in said medical 
image format-compatible format and said medical image in said medical image format and 
storing said medical information in said medical image format-compatible format and said 
medical image (see column 8, lines 53-64, it is noted that formatted medical image and 
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associated information that is displayed on the client systems must at least be temporarily 
stored in memory). 

23. Claims 20, 21-24, and 26-28 recite substantially similar additional limitations to those 
already addressed in claims 3, 7-10, 12, and 16-17 and, as such, are rejected for similar 
reasons as given above. 

24. Claims 29-30 and 32-34 contain substantially similar method limitations as those already 
addressed with respect to system claims 1-3, 7 and 9 and, as such, are rejected for similar 
reasons as given above. 

25. As per claim 35, Wong teaches the method of claim 29 as described above. Wong 
further teaches said first format comprises HL7 format (see column 8, lines 6-14). 

26. As per claim 37, Wong teaches the method of claim 29 as described above. Wong 
further teaches said second format comprises as standard text format (see column 12, lines 13- 
17, since displayed medical information can include "report information" it is assumed that this is 
displayed as text). 

27. Claims 38-39 and 41 -46 recite substantially similar method limitations to those already 
addressed in system claims 1 , 3-6, and 12 and, as such, are rejected for similar reasons as 
given above. 

28. As per claim 47, Wong teaches a method for accessing medical information nand 
images, said method comprising: requesting an associated medical image and medical 
information for a remote data center (see column 14, lines 12-24); providing medical information 
from a medical information source to an interface unit (see column 14, lines 28-33); translating 
said medical information into reformatted medical information (see column 14, lines 49-52); 
associating said reformatted medical information with said medical image (see column 4, lines 
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16-21); and providing the associated reformatted medical information and medical image (see 
column 14, lines 53-58). 

29. Claims 48-50 recite substantially similar additional method limitations to those already 
addressed in system claims 4-6 and, as such, are rejected for similar reasons as given above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

30. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

31 . Claims 2, 1 9, 31 , and 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Wong et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,260,021 in view of Rothschild et al., U.S. Patent No. 
6,678,703. 

32. As per claim 2, Wong teaches the system of claim 1 as described above. Wong does 
not explicitly teach that the datacenter comprises an archive for storing medical images and 
medical information. Rothschild teaches a data center that includes and archive for storing 
medical images and medical information (see column 18, lines 45-56). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate this archive 
feature into the system of Wong. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to 
incorporate this feature for the purpose of protecting against data loss by providing redundant 
storage at multiple locations (see column 17, line 66 - column 18, line 2 of Rothschild). 

33. Claims 19, 31 , and 40 recite substantially similar additional features to those already 
addressed in claim 2 and, as such, are rejected for similar reasons as given above. 
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34. Claims 1 1, 25, and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wong et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,260,021 in view of Anderson et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,078,925. 

35. As per claim 1 1 , Wong teaches the system of claim 10 as described above. Wong 
further teaches that the broker translates from HL7 format (see column 8, lines 6-14). Wong 
does not explicitly teach that the broker translates to SQL format. Anderson teaches Relational 
Extenders that store new data types in an SQL format (see column 3, lines 13-17). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate 
this feature into the system of Wong. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated 
to incorporate this feature for the purpose of enabling searching of complex data types (see 
column 2, lines 10-13 of Anderson) such as medical care data including medical imaging data 
(see column 1 , lines 44-47 of Anderson). 

36. Claims 25 and 36 recite substantially similar additional features to those already 
addressed in claim 1 1 and, as such, are rejected for similar reasons as given above. 

Conclusion 

37. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

• Turek teaches a system for blending text with medical images. 

• Jordan teaches a system for processing medical diagnostic images. 

• Becker teaches a workflow system for medical imaging. 

38. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Luke Gilligan whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-6770. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8am-5:30pm. 
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39. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Thomas can be reached on (571 ) 272-6776. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

40. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.Uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Cluke Gilligan 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3626 



